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LETTER 


TO THE 
CLERGY of the CHURCH 
_ of E NGL A N D: 


On occaſion of the Commitment of the Right Reverend the 
Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter to the Tower of London. 


My Reverend Brethren, ” 
AR Yg.g Queſtion not but by this time you are alarm'd 


Po, || WARES (5. with a report, that the Right Reverend the Lord 


Biſhop of Rocheſter has been by order of the King 
and Council committed to the Tower of London 
for high Treaſon : The Commitment of a Prelate 
of our Church, upon ſo high a Charge, has been 
ſo rarely known among us ſince the time of the 
Reformation, that it may well appear ſurpriſing, 
-- | and will, I hope, create a Curio in you of ex- 
amining what I have to offer upon this important affair in the fol- 
— diſcourſe, both with reſpe& to his Lordſhip, and to our ſelves 
the reſt of the national Cl 8 5 
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7 2 nn 504 ar ffiolwn | 5 . 
| 4 I.] That the Welfare of the Church of Eigland, and the Safety 
and Honour of all its Teachers in particular ſhould, be the conſtun 
aim and endeavour of our Government, is a thing both Reaſonable in 
its lein and highly for the Intereſt of the Publick: For wy part 1 
have-theſe- great points as really and as much at heart, as/any man 
bas or pretends to have. I love it in it's Faith and it's Diſcipline, and 
have ſeen and known ſo many of its Clergy, men of clear Reaſon and 
well-temper'd-Candour (and always having a degree of Candour pro- 
portion'd to the clearneſs of their Reaſon) that I dare defy any man 
to produce mea Church or even to draw up a Scheme of one, which 
does more than 'This, in its real conſtitution, conſult either the Ho- 
nour of God, or the 13 of Truth, or the Benefit of 
Mankind in general, and of this Nation in particular. This our civil 
Governours are, I am perſuaded, firmly fatisfy'd in; they cannot de- 
ſire or wiſh for a Church that pays more deference and ſubmiſſion 
to the State, or that does more, upon Principle, take the meaſure of 
its temporal Authority from the appointment of the Legiſlature: As 
it is therefore their Intereſt and Duty, ſo I verily believe it is their 
Inclination and Endeavour carefully to ſupport it; and it would be 
highly Unreaſonable in us to think, that, whenever their Cenſures fall 
upon any of our Order (as they do in the caſe now before us), they act, 
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"notwithſtanding ..theſe two. powerful motives to the contrary,. upon 


either Paſſion, or Prejudice, or Miſrepreſentation. 

In what light this extraordinary affair may have been ſet before 
you, I preſume not to gueſs; = re in the Worſt, and cloath'd 
with Circumſtances which may pre Foe pages Suſpicions that not 
only this Prelate's Perſon but his {acred Office too is diſgrac'd by this 
Commitment. Bur I rake the liberty to affirm, becaule I may do it 


with Truth, that the diſtinction of a Private and a Publick character 


down, and was heard with — 170 and reſpectful attention in all 


JJ „% 


heart of an unhappy man would wiſh, he paſs d privately and with- 
= out 


of the Church of England, &c. 5 


75 any Guards to that which is the moſt Honourable place of Con- 
Such an Indulgence, upon a charge of ſo heinous a nature, ſhewn 
by the Government (after that it has experienc'd from che laſt Re- 
bellion how Mercy may be thrown away upon and even miſuſed by 


% 


* 


the Stubborn and Unthankful) to one of the Epiſcopal order, and 

who is therefore, if S0 more inexcuſably guilty; 3 to one 

of ſuch Figure in the World on many accounts, as that men will ge- 

nerally ſuppoſe him, if concern'd in any Confpiracy, to have taken no 

leſs ſhare in it, than the Contrivance and Conduct of the whole: ſuch 

an Indulgence, I fay, when rightly conſider' d, may go a great way in 

appeaſing thoſe little Jealouſies and Suſpicions, which you did per- 

haps — — ir within you upon the firſt Receipt. of this News. I 

know that it is Natural for men of all Societies, even of. incorpo- 

rated Trades, tho' never ſo mean in the eſteem of the World, to be 

alarm d at any thing which may ſeem to reflect Diſhonour on them 

as a Body, or which brings the Perſons of their particular Governours 

in danger; for where there is an Union of Intereſt, there is always a 

common Jealouſy of Danger: but why ſhould not We, Gentlemen, 

V ho are bred up to Letters, and have receiv'd that generous Educa- 

4 tion in our Univerſities, which is uſually thought not unworthy. the 

* FVouth of the higheſt Quality? why ſhould not We, who underſtand 

bo to diſtinguiſh and ſeparate thoſe things in our minds, which the 

Unwiſe and Unlearned confound, ſee dea that it may beReaſonable 

and Neceſſary for the Government to animadvert upon one of our 

Order, even in the ſtricteſt manner, at the ſame time that it reve- 

rences the holy Function, with which he is inveſted? Befides the ob- 

vious Reflection, that his Majeſty during his whole Reign has paid a 

{tri& and conſcientious —— to the Rights and Property of every 

one of his Subjects (which I fhall only mention, _ becauſe. the 

Proof of it is eaſie and open to all men,) I ſay beſides this, there are 

two or three Conſideratiogs which do weigh much with me and in- 

cline me to think, that nothing but Juſtice and the Neceſſity of State 
mov d our Civil Governours to act in this manner... | 

be one of which is the great reſpe& which the Order of Bi- 

| ſhops does now meet with at Court above what was ever known to 

have been paid them in former Reigns : It has been his Majeſty's 

. Continual and, I think, Prudent rule to conſult or be directed by his 

. Biſhops in the diſpoſal of his Preferments of every rank in the Church: 

they have frequently recommended and ſucceeded in their recommen- 

dation; they have 8 had the liberty of giving their Advice upon 

this Subject, and hardly one Inſtance has been known, where any 

J: e | Me wy Employment 
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| E influence in che hu h has been filled 
e the conſent and probation of {ome at leaſt out of chat v 

e Body: and this is fuch a con edle the Chan- 
3 Lam my 1 Eccleſiaſticks, even thoſe v Chan 
nel in eh rh ba ſtream of Preferments runs at preſent; ; 
with, as the zeſt method for Us in the ner And cok Hive attern 
Which he ſets to his Succeſſors. What can we wiſh for more than 


to Have the ordering of our Intereſts in our Own hands? what can 


be more engaging in his Majefty, or ſhew a greater Truſt placed in, 

and Defens 70 to the —— of his Biſhops, chan * ſhare (as 
it were) this his Royal Prerogative with them, and make himſelf in 
this particular but a kind of Executer of their Pleaſure ?+ Here then 
let us rejoice upon a View of the Happineſs of our Church, and re- 
ject with ſcorn that Promiſe, which He the Mock-Majeſty at Rome 
is fad by his Adherents to have made, that © if ever he be reſtor'd, 


cc the diſpoſal of all Biſhopricks and other Eccleſiaſtical Preferments | 


_ belonging to the Crown hall belo 'di in the hands of the Biſhops 
why, we have this Privilege a „We poſſeſs it, we fee the 
happy y effects of it: for m 7k (not to * that perhaps this 


ty Promiſer means the lch of Rome and other Popiſſi * 


no conceal'd Apo f us, 3 tho! e with whom he intends to! 
this right of Diſpoſal) I 

him for the performance of Promiſes, who, if he comes, — come 
with a Sword in his hand; and I ſhou'd expect ſoon to my that Gs 
Milton * it better than I can do) 


— Eaſe would recant 


Voꝛus made in Pain, as Violent and Void- Parad. loft. book 4th. 


however at beſt 1 muſt cal in . that Man's Diſeretion, 
who would give up the 1 858 94 his Eſtate, which are now in 
his own keeping, in a comfortable hope Lid hereafter receiving them 
ſafely back again. 

he other conſideration, which, as I fad, inclines me ſtrongly to 
believe that only Juſtice and. the N eceſſity of the State moved our 


Civil Governours in this important affair, is that till the time of this 


Diſcoyery his Lordſhip has had a full weight of Regard and Ref 


paid to his Merit at Court and in the great Council of the Nation: 
whatever applications he has made to his preſent Majeſty, (and _ 
he has made) have been always , receiv'd and anſwer'd favourably : 
Whenever in the honourable Aſſembly of Peers he deliver d 
Opinion about the nch Affairs of che —— even when he op 
| 5 13 is pos 6 


fo. Go my part I will never d — 
0 


1 | inne Wes IO 9013 JHOQUTY 
pos d all che exvoiits of the Minifters of State, they 
were always obſerved to anſwer his Arguments with Candour and 
Sood- manners; and tho? he ufually expreis'd himſelf With al the. 
Elegance of Language, with all the Juſtneſs of | Delivery, and 
in the moſt decent Geſture of an Orator, yet Was it the yl y 
of his Audience more than the Weight of his Eloquence which 
gain d him Attention: for Eloquence is a blunt Tool with men 
of Reaſon, when it. comes from a Suſpected perſon it is indeed a ſharp 
arrow and a poiſon'd one too, when it is in the hands of him 1 


Deſigns are Evil and not known to be fo; and therefore, as it is What 


ſcarcely one in a Thouſand can ever arrive at, ſo ſcarcely one in Ten 
Thouſand can ſafely be truſted with it. „ 
I may. add another conſideration, which ſhould diſpoſe even the 
moſt Diſaffected Subject to think, that this Commitment had a Juſt: 
and eyena Neceflary Foundation, I mean the Unpopular View in which 
ſuch an Action uſes to appear among us: it is not many years ſince 
the Impeachment of one of our Order, inferior to this Prelate in Sta- 
tion, but much more ſo in perſonal Abilitics, alarm'd and almoſt turn d 
up- ſide· down this Nation; the men then in power felt the weight of 
it, and ſaw (but too late, when they were forc'd out of their high 


Stations) that the reverence which men pay Us riſes in proportion to 


our diſtreſs, and that it is much ſafer at ſome ſeaſons to lay the Loins 
of the Law upon a Layman, than the little Finger of it upon a Cler- 
yman. This Rock upon which they then ſplit, and the Storms 
which were then rais'd about them by the breath of popular clamours 
and diſcontents, are no doubt {till freſh in their minds : and no one 
can imagine that, under leſs than an abſolute neceſſity, or for a weak- 
er reaſon than the imminent danger of the State, they would be wil- 
ling to ſteer a courſe that has any reſemblance to the former, and run 
the hazard of a ſecond State-thipwreck. 5 
However it muſt be conſider'd that the Commitment of this Prelate 


differs highly from the abovemention'd caſe and from that of the ſe- 


ven Biſhops in a late Reign; the Doctor was cenſur'd for ſomething 
ſpoken in one of his Sermons, that is, for ſomething thought blamea- 
ble in the immediate execution of his Office, as a Clergyman; but this 
Prelate is charg'd with Deſigns and Actions allow'd by all to be whol- 
ly foreign to his Function: The ſeven Biſhops were guilty of nothing 
but only preſenting .in. a decent and reſpectful manner their Petition 
to King James II, and were without pity committed to the Tower, 
when their Caſe was in its nature Bailable ; but the Charge againſt this 
Prelate is no leſs than that of high Treaſon, no leſs than an endeayour 
to ſubvert the preſent Royal Family, and to put all our Rights — 
| | ro 
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8 Ener ib rhe Gry 


VVVCVC rhar his tine 
54 In 1s, narare Baſſaple (unless ön default of the Government to 
m. to. Tryal) that, 1 Ferit) belicye he has not once Artem 
Pech ar entgrrain'd K hope lar be might be admirtedl ta Bail. 
e en ae, 3s been lately made, T mean hot of general 
. difaffection, to this Royal Family, 

I” NEO On eh Seat of the late n; but ot 01 

N * him in conjunction with others to ſubvert our Confritut 

up 
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clearly not only the Juſtifiahleneſ but even the Neceſſity of his Com- 
Fonfin d him in his own houſe, wou'd have been Unſafe for the 
© Govemment z to have deliver'd him over to the cate of 4 Meſſen- 


12 
2 

2 
13 


ws 


. ters. of high Trealon,” Papi ante Wegner rag. A 
"I 2 uch a. Diſcovery, ſhould any ſuch be made, we might ſay, 
- 115 Honour which he enjoy di he could have made a full meal of 
_ Happineſs * them; but more h PPY are We, the Clergy of the 
Enpland, for upon us the firſt 


late uſed, upon a like occaſion, in one of his Sermons eee 
eſſed be 


I preſume that there is no Proteſtant among us who believes that a 


f my For my part I cannot but look upon this asanThaſtanee of | 
al Jolt uſtice, ſuch as every Government ought to obſerye : and 
id not with my ſelf a Member of a more Platonicł Common 
i wks. than where every man who enters into ſuch*meatur 
£ er my 8 „ my roperty or my Religion, be he Civil © | 
crc wear 28 arter or a Mitre, is upon diſcovery of his 2 55 
| 8 to a fair Tryal, and does upon Conviction pa that Deb 
Puni * 


— 


| Z 
* » 
3 
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r ion of Reſpect is his due; the Go- 


vernment,, as well e men, S not 1 o ſuſpect or take 


of his charatter' is the 


ern well thoſe who are 


of State : but. whenever any one of that high Station at contra 


his Religious Character, and foments Civil Wars and ſtrikes a e 
Eſtabliſhment of his Country fol is his Intereſt that his ſacred Office Þ 


not in the Queſtion, leaſt it ſerve only to aggravate the 


_prov'd upon him, or (to ſpeak the language of the great St. Paul) to 
make his $3 Sin exceeding Sinful. It m 104 755 conſider d farther, that a Con- 
overnment, whether it be carried 


iy 8.54 ually dangerous to the 
Lay or E oa pal hands, by one that wears a Sword, ora habit 


Stn. That rate 7 „ he unwiſe to a Proverb, which will not take | 
precautions | againſt the one as the other; for the 
| care of the Publick is above any priyate regard, becauſe it includes 
| er Natural, Ci or Eccleſiaſtical. 
His Lordſhiꝑ indeed is almoſt the firſt Prelate fince theReformation, 
Who has 9 the Tower upon ſuch an occaſion as This]; and the No- 
- - veliy of the thing, which now alarms us, ought in reaſon to be e- 
fteen'd the Glory of our Church: had this Night been ele common, | 


in it all other Relations, whe 


we ſhould have — leſs Surpriz d now, bu: — Aſhamed in the 


ment, which the known Liv of his Country deme 


| Having now given you this account of the Affair before "41 which 
may perhaps be ſatisfactory to thoſe of you who live in the remote 


of this Kingdom, and to whom common Re ports do uſu 
come with ſome mixture of Untruth, if not of Malicious Fal 


it will, I hope, appear to you (for this is the Subſtance of What I dere 


faid,) That it is the Intereſt and Inclination of the preſent Mini 
conſult the Honour of our Church ; Thar in particu 
was at his Commitment treated with all decent civility and 


by the Government; That t our Biſhops wereneyer more eſteemi and 


truſted Court ho now are, and therefore W mire e 
Laeusd anlt Epilcopgl er That no man had more 


d 


ER ee 99 well 
ſupport. of that Autho ory which he oug to Have — order to 


Dioceſe an Na er his Epiſe dopal In- 
peckion: This he has a right to from Scripture fach by Mhz reaſons 


— 4 


cular his Lore r N : 


— — — — . 2 — — — — om 


0 wad; aer T0. the. M \ 


hi e Court and the, Mnf hy —_ than, oy 

Pots 130, me wer refore we S ſuppol ſe them to be prepo 

geen Ber anal. Character bc * hat, 8 but. Nr 1 

on Int ce. Kb tat action Which is. in its nature ſo Unpopular, 
and has been in & former caſe, Dangerous; and laſtly, Ehat the Juſtice. 

J of the Nation requires that all Belinquents be conider'd | 

and cenſur'd as Delinquents b = regard to e en ON: Ti- 

tle, or Honour bin they be 


L..) And now. let me FR my ek a more pa Cong to Yew 
my aber and fellow-labourers in the ſervice of Religion ; and I 
Hoek two re requeſts to make to you 5 the firſt is to thoſe of Vou (and 
t he Re ber | truſt is very large) Who do ſubmit to his preſent Maje- 

: ee for Canſcience fake, that you will, by your more 
melt endeayvours for. the — 1 » Sig xt qur-. Conſtitutions, wipe 


off the Stain, which, our. Order eix d. from this melancholy ac- 

nt; the other requeſt is i thoſe of Y ou, who wiſh: for a ge, 
E you. will. conſider from h ae © 4d erous all Plots are to e 
contrivers of them, and what a wy, ch you will e made E 


8 our With rhes and e ald prove fucceſsful, 

Rp hg Hiſ ſort of ou, 1 the, riends-of our Eftabliſh- 
me leave to. n rn at with too many men- we lie un 
Scandal of bei Reſtleſs and Ungovernable Body: The 

— not a _w_ one; but it would grieve the . of 

6800 N ad hy there ſhould. be any, the Leaſt. handle for 
8 an unworthy alf erſionz for Sedition and /Freafon in a Clergy- 

man is an accumulated Crime, it is a whole Cluſtre of Sins in one, and has 

\ ravations, When eee by Le, than; by any 


1 bo 1. it teat. dedicated our ſelves to the Miniſtry of f Holy 
ings, we have. turn'd. our backs upon the Cares of a Secular 
and ve confin'd. our ſelves to the more immediate ſervice of Re? 
gion: ſo Shak for Us to be concern'd in Publick affairs, which are not 
Bur Part pot 1 Pia * pe Yo even. 1. ſhould act in them 
pri 55 is y fr 2 20G may we a tem Depar- 
ha. 8 oy ey of our Calling: Beſides, we the —— — 
know. fo mk of Facts, the very Charge of our Duty puts us ſo out 
of 5 2 of knowing the U To State Facts, that Therefore we 
7 much a puke r our Skill in judging of publick 
— 9 uld we quit that ſacred Province, in which 
ou Fallow-ſul 10155 wall eaſily alla us to be able Judges of Divinity, 
for . in Which (let us confeſs it freely, for 1 the World knows 


it, 


[ant MK ne Ore) een we Bhi 9 8 
Ve are all mien 4 ebd. 5 omõ ede ee of Min ind, 
to preuch tile nes of Obedience to the Hig et Pow Wers in Beit 
nd of mutual Love and Goodwill towards ons Ather; and 
ſeem ſeſs khan 4 vile 12 derify or & dirett Bibel 
Truths of Scripti W any Juſt” otcafic 


{4H 
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or 
n for out civi 55 
vernours to ſuſpect d as Seditious and Bifaffectel Subjects? We fa 


. 


r rightly 19757 in our Sermons that we are an order of men Ne £ 
to Government, let us then by our Actions prove "this Truth 8 
choſe who think bye. ED Mee are, ſome 2 b Wo and 
Enot n t Society cannot U hou 
Tencher Sf Religic 42 bel 5 4 
all: Men, that we endeavour to ſup ort the Society in Which 1 
ſo hap pily: planted, and labour with all our Power to diſap 


Attempts of thoſe who would ere it. We of all w EN do vi | 


am ill Grace endeavour to work u ug our Audience into 715 e Pe: 
againſt, -the State; it is the very 


h-a Solceciſin i in Divinity "Su efftirion in ng is 79 
or 


£% Vw 


TOY 
Sede f this State Which we — in: Teilt this be no 1 


2 4s it is meant, give me leave to expreſs wy 6 * Me RE Any 
ing, that, the“ we haye's Claint from Seri 
aintenance in the labour of the Goſptl,”5 
ment of that Portion, which we cchoy, Is 
vernment; or, if any one will i J. in z This, y 
he can not deny that the large Revenues, a8 Well a8 the onours 25 
Privileges, attending the higher Stations of the Church do entirely 
flow from the bounty of our Laws, and are the Penſions Which a 
wiſe Society pays to its GC 'Ecclefiafticks, for the "Reward 
of their uncommon Piety earning, and of the Pattern, which 
they are ſupposd to ol of Sübmiffien to their civil Governours: 
ſome of us enjoy not only what is neceſſary; for the ſupporting us 
in the ſacred buſineſs of our Calling, but have an Abundance ſufficient 
to make us fir down in the rank "the Great ard Wealthy; and o 
enable us to become our ſelves Patrons and Benefaftots to Merit in 
Diſtreſs: And I have often thought, that, if ſome among us, who. 
have been the warmeſt Advocates for the Divine Right 'of our In- 
comes, were ſtrictly to take the meaſure of them from What is ſaid 
concerning them in the Gofpel, they would loſe at leaſt one half of their 
Revenues in the dangerous Experiment, and perhaps have but. che 
Tirhe left chem of what they * enjoy fon the Munificence ok 
2 the 


ler ũs then, I beſetch you, make it Vitlble 1 
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nan eak_ thro, riouſty a — conſider far- 
ther, 7 * h ) tt aths of Allegiance, 
brig uratio! e 222 before multitudes of 
Wimed 5 in the preſence of ble Magiſtrates, with a loud Voice 
Aeclar ln aur Conſcience, before God and the World, That our Soveraign 
Lore | Kang ( George is Lawful and Rightful 1 Kobe of this Realm; That we 
ae believe in aur Conſcience that the Pretender bath not any Right-or Title 
dener to the Crown of this Realm; That we do renonnce, refuſe, and 
ahi re any, Hllegiance or Obedience to him. we will bear Faith and 
ie eee 4% hic Majeſty King George, c. That all theſs things we 
| 4% plain) 2. aud fucerelj acknowledge and ſwear, according tothe expreſs Words 
$:/pake 0 ty and accor di 12 She plain and common ſenſe and under ſtand- 
128 of the Tan . Words, wit out any, Equivocation, mental Evaſion, or 4 
cret- Reſervation whatſoever. Nay we have gone farther than all t. 
and have Mor h With this the Oath cl fes, and our Subſcri 
to it is upon 5 ) that we do make Fo Recognition, 'Acknow e 7 
men ATjuration, ion and Promiſe heartily, willingly, and. nuch, 
upon the true Faith A Chriſtian. And now that this Gordian Knot. is 
f. on. gur Conſciences, which no Art or Time can looſe,” no- 
hi ing but, Violence and Wickedneſs can cut, how muſt we appear 
| ty e e how black, how deteſtable, if we act contrary to this 
ement ! how much muſt the Chriſtian Religion, how 
1 — — 1 25 Natural Religion be weaken'd by ſuch a behaviour 
Bi us! Believe me, Brethren, that no Imputation, no Stain can ſtick 
1 to gur Church as This; it is a Stab almoſt in a Viral part, and 
only a viſible contrary behaviour in us can be the effectual Teinedy' in 
a Caſe of To much danger 
Me cannot indeed | elp the faults of a few, very few, I hope, a- 
mong us, WhO haye rranaferr'd'£ ir Obedience to One in another 
untry, and gone fo far for an Object of it as the very Boſom of 
Popery : let t 7 anſwer for res with their Forrunes and their 
wes, if need requires; but this we may do, we may ſhew that the 
Corruption is Hot zeneral, and that the III humours ave not ſpread 


the 5 thro” all or many parts of the Eccleſiaſtical Body I 
cannot but in Reaſon, as well as Charity, firmly believe; that there 
are many thoulinds among us, Who have never yet bowed the Knee 


puration 2 — Church, A well g is ports of Poe 

now to be Silent, is to help forward the Sandal 

in prometing Loyalty, is almoſt to Rebel againſt not cnly e the Stare 

but dur Religion too. 

PH I know well enough that 1 many of Us, who in our hearts are Sch 
ful Subjects, by living in remo 8 arts of the Nation and by 

ing every. pu blick An miſre 5 or ill-told at that 

have ind, little, Jealouſies about the deſigns of ſome in the 

Adminiſtration: and I. ſhou'd more regard this If there ever was a 


| ory of any, t moſt. belot d, Prince, and ſee whethes his Subjects, 
ho were placed far out of ſight of the Scene of Affair and who 
knew nothing but by uncertain Hearſay, did not even in his days ſu- 
ſpect and murmur, 1 give themſelves the greater Liberty of Com- 
ints and Outcries about the actions and deſigns of their iors: 

tho Then the Good or Ill mananagement of the State was the only 
1 ueſtion, but Now we are concern d about no leſs a matter than the 

-hange of the whole Conſtitution 3 and men Who haye this ayow*'d 
aim, will naturally be more Active to increaſe the National Jealouſies 
and Suſpicions: 2 that all Abatements being made and the murmurs 
-of thoſe who wiſh for the Pretender being deducted (for ſich men 
would equally rail at any King, except their own) I do not know, 
but we Have a leſs proportion of Clamours and Diſcontents now pre- 
valling among us than ever we had. 


We: are ons of ſome Experi ence in the World; * have 
'd a Knowledge of Men as <> & of Books; we cannot there- 
re but have obfery'd, How WY er generally the actions of 


e and the affairs of State Ar D e the Heart of Kings 
is unſtarchable, ſaid one of our divine Heroes in Wiſdom, I mean So- 


lomon; and he ſpoke Truth; for the Intentions of private men, much 
more of thoſe who move in the higheſt Sphere, are undiſcoverable; 
they may have been Evil, tho' attended with a good Event to the 
| Publick; and they m 45 25 been Good, tho” not rewarded with an 
anſwerable Succeſs; this reflexion therefore may-ſerye to inſtruct us, 


that we ought: not to entertain uncharitable Thoughts concerning the 
ce of others; ſince at the very time that we do chi, * 


14 7 At 


1 Ran eee 
à Lecture to our ſelves upon the Folly of it, in 0 nemuring at 1 1 


on eee awe are Safe, and hat gon oughts — 
diſcover dtby chem: We Who fie ticarer to ae great Scene of pub- 
lick hufinefs, ſec with what Diſadvantage of tory, with What Trick 


of Mitre oſt affthb Actions and all che Deligns of Stateſmen are 
d amongthe vulgar: and it requires no WOLF abs 2 
to ſee how: little Gredit the Hiſtories of former Ages Bae e 
ſerye, hen we gan know fo little of the real 5 u 'd 
of our Own: But ſome things cannot be K rere or . 
a man may judge aright of what he feels and ſees: I call 
therefore, i in the moſt ſolemn manner, to ſit. down calmly, to ſpend 


a few; minutes in examining within your ſelves, whether ſince his Ma- 
jefty's firſt arrival among us our Religion does not ſtand upon the very 


1 75 firm Eſtabliſnment as formerly. Is it's Faith, or it's Diſcipline 
one ſingle Inſtance c has not his Maj jeſty, by his Roy- 
| al K furances:and-InjunCtions, frequently declar'd = reſolution _— 
port our Church in its prelent Ferm, and call'd us not to * — 
and act againſt it's ſacred Doctrines and decent Diſeipline? P 
an © of the contrary if you can; but let not Suſpicion, let not 
* eee en a caſe of this importance: Fo come 
to our ſelves, Do any of us find that vr have 
the =; 2: peg rr en as uſually? Do any of us meet wich Ui 


ſturbance or Diſcouragement, when we act within our Circle, and 


zue up the Doctrinal or Practical n of our Religion 7 or 
o any of us diſcover a decay of 


our Calling? Nothing of all this can be all 'd by us; andtherefore 


I muſt believe that this general diſgotitent, (which all men fee too vi- 


fibly) is a kind of vapours in the Nation: it is fick of one knows not 
— and to be cur d one .almgt now nat how : but the conſe- 
quences of it may. in time be fat 10 or be Who murmurs, forwards the 
buſineſs of him wheyrcbels, T7 h of the Complaining Sub- 
blows that n Fire e band of the Traytor is Kind- 
3 272 434 L 
2. $- Before l Gait chu Diſocurſt, Phave: one requeſt more maabez 
and it is to thoſe 


uſe with ſuch as you; Gentlemen, the Arguments which'I have juſt J 


now enforc d; for what is your Calling, What is Gratitude, hat i ＋ 
of 


the a Fo? vainz and idle names in your Opit 


pect and Reverence towards | 
us in our Neighbours, Ane -we 85885 ourſelves to the Labour 
of Love and are exercis d about the proper allow'd buſineſs of - 


among few, I truſt, in number) — | 
for a Change, and not ay defies but attempt a Rebellion: I ſhall: — | 


ln Wd ad Do as as «a 
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2: well 
| you, even your In- | 
1 | 2 e -of 4 
| neszehe Happineſs of your Selbes 
: e you'now; as under no one 


riencd : but for one that has ever in any age ſucceeded, an hundred 
have miſcarried: they require ſo many Accomplices, ſo many expert 
to contrive, and active to manage: who are almoſt all men of neither 
Nonaur nor Probity, and Men of ſuch various Tempers; and of fuch 
Ng on. ees of Firmneſs and Reſolution, that it is almoſt next to 
a Muacle,-it no diſa pointment befall them, or no timely diſcovery | 
be made oFthe-Cant) racy : One is deſirous to have a larger ſhare in 
F — 6 of the Scheme, than Another is willing to allow him 
One is ſuſpicious of the Courage of his Accomplice to go thro' the 
dieſign without wavering; Another * is jealous, that tho' he 
bas Courage enough, yet he has not the Gift of Secrely ; and every 
one has this ill-fate hanging on him, that he is not only to guard him+ 
ſelf from the Suſpicion of the State, but from the treachery of his fel- 
low Traytors; 5 that every man, thus engaged, plots in ſome ſort a- 
gainſt his Brother Plotter, and endeavours to be as much diſguisd and 
coneeaPd from this his Friend, as from his Enemy, the State: no 
Wonder then that under all theſe Diſadvantages ſo few Seeds of Re- 
bellion riſe up, when ſo many are daily ſow'd: —— Come now and 


let us reaſon together; if this be the precarious and ſlippery condi- 
tion of all Plots againſt the publick, will a wife man venture all that 
is Dear to him in ſo rotten and fo unpromiſing a bottom? is not the. 
L oſs of Life and Eſtate the known effect of a Miſcarriage in things of 
this nature? or is it not worth a Traytor's while to reflect that (if he © 
ſets himſelf and his fortunes at a low value) yet he runs a — 


r Widow in Sorrow and Want, and his Children 
heirs to nothing but the Infamy of their Father? = he 
_ But ſuppoſe that his Plots ſhould prove ſucceſsful: ſuppoſe the Pre- 
tender were peaceably placed upon the throne of this Nation: what is 
likely to be the mighty reward of this Traytor's hazardous Labour? 
do not we all know, that after the Reſtoration of King Charles the 
Second, paſt ſervices were neglected, the greateſt part of thoſe who. 
ſuffer'd for him and effected his return were forgotten, and the maxim 
of State was at that time Gain your powerful Enemies over to your 
«© Intereſt, your Friends are Vours already: and who knows but this 
doctrine in Politicks might again prevail? at leaſt who does not know 
that in ſuch caſes the more conſpicuous Merit of a few Leaders ſwal- 
lows up all the Merit and all the Reward of the multitude of Inferi- 
ors? Let us imagine then that You have your King here put in qulet 
poſſeſſion of this Crown, and your ſelves have gain'd your Wiſhes, but 
miſi' d of your Recompence : What fort of Monarch then. is This 
| likely to prove? how much fitter to promote the publick good, than 
Ir Majeſty? or how are Murmurs and Complaints likely to 
in this fancied golden age? 5 25 : 
In the firſt place remember that the Pretender is a Foreigner, 
more ſo, than the moſt ſpiteful among you can charge his pre, 
jeſty with being: our King has liv'd now above eight years among us, 
und has had * opportunities of knowing our Intereſts and the 
nature of our Conſtitution, not from Books, but Experience: the Pre- 
tender was never in any part of Ereat-Britain except a few Months 
here in his earlieſt Infancy, and, ſince, a few days in an obſcure corner 
of Scotland, made remarkable chiefly by his infamous Flight and 
Deſertion of his beſt Friends in the worſt article of Danger: he hard- 
ly knows what an Engliſh face is, _ from the dejected and re- 
ining ones of ſome few (for almoſt all his Miniſters and Favourites 
are Scots- men) about his Court at Rome; and is wholly a Stranger to that 
Chearfulneſs (the Effect of Plenty and Freedom) with which moſt men 
do and every man may ſit down here in his own houſe, under his pre- 
ſent e happy Adminiſtratio un. 
It ought much to be — d, that the Pretender has never ſo- 
journ d in any Nation, where the King was not Arbitrary, and the 
Jody of the Subjects miſerable in compariſon with Ours: T 7 
he may have learned, but not the gentle Government of a limited 
Monarch : He may have ſeen what it is for a Prince to be Powerful, 
but net what it is for the Subjects to be Happy: and poſſibly he may 
think, that ſince we are a Happy people, it is to our Happineſs that 


of .the\Charch of England, Ec. 17 


* hes owed al —— — therefore it will be his In- 
terteſt do en it as ſoon as he is 515 Ae A FN 
Nor is it leſs to be conſider d, char 1 Digs 8 muſt 
have ſowcr'd whatever natural Chearfylnels or T. K ee of mind he 
| — 3 ug A ran 5 ol webs a full . > | 
2 Few eathi Fury 80 
den man — ho-bivended pes yer. tobe 
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+ 7 - Nor le, chat he maſt 128 large demands vpon our Eſtates (upon 
the. Eſtates of All of us in general) for the ſatisfying his debts contra- 
cted with almoſt every P Prince in Europe and with almoſt every 
ſubſtantial Papiſt here in Great Britain; who will all no doubt; foreign 
Princes eſpecially, ſet down to his Account the Penſions they have 

aid him, and the Sums they have advanced him, as ſo many debts to 
—_— diſcharged, when they find him in a Capacity to . ; 
Nor leſs, that with him muſt be reſtor d and. releas'd from their 
Outlawry a ſet of poor and jll-cloath'd Courtiers and Miniſters of 
State, ſome of them wholly unknown to us, and others too well 
known to be admir'd ; all having long ſince ſeen the laſt of their Mo- 
9 _ their Credit too; and therefore — beſides their Reſent - 
tify, large Wants to be ſupplied, and being not only 
angry r our Riches, but even Greedy and Rayenous: A reſto- 
ration — of ſuch as theſe wou'd have every part, except the 
5 name, of a Deſtruction, and we ſhou'd have, I fear, too fatal à rea- 
= ſon to apply to them, hat Cicero ſpoke concerning ſome of the Ro- 
ED -man Generals in his time, ipforum adventius in urbes fociorum non multun 

a 0ſt expugnatione Aen. Orat. pro Lege Manil. 

BY: r leſs, that he comes, if ever he comes, a Papiſt, and that from 
Rome it felf the Mother of Popery : zealous for the advancement. of a 
Religion, which can no more ſubſiſt or keep fair terms with Ours, 
chan the Element of Fire can with Water: Popery, tho now” 7950 ; 
* . think that thoſe,” who' are ce Stirring 1 in Ahab, Will [nor = 
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wo” 
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Inſolent in Proſperigy ? calf we imagine that” the Members of that 
Church have leſs Co 


by ſuppoſing the Pretender's return to be . and a Peacea 


fide, where our preſent duty lies, ang 
+ + - Euryale, audendum dextrd Virg. Mn. book oth; 


will be the Motto which many a zealous Lover of his Proteſtant King 


and Proteſtant Religion will then conſtantly wear about his heart. 
But I have hitherto ſhew'd you only the beſt fide of the proſpcet, 


le one: 
this is not likely to happen; it is more probable, nay it is certain j 


all human appearance, that his Arrival muſt be attended with Battles 
and Sieges, and muſt (to uſe the words of our inimitable Shakeſpear) - 


Let looſe the Dogs of War. 


It is not in the nature of his preſent Majeſty eaſily to Fear, nor in 
the hearts of his faithful Subjects to deſert him in the ſeaſon of dan- 
ger: All the Proteſtant States in Europe are bound by Intereſt, and 
many Catholick Princes by Treaties, not only to countenance, but 
to aſſiſt him with their forces againſt all foreign pretenſions to his 
Throne and Title: then will Tumults and Alarms be loudly heard 


among us; then will all e of Civil Rage and. Wars be felt 
by us; then will the Blood of 


| d of 1 . and Kinſmen be ſpilt, 
and even the Conquerors themſelves will ſtand on the Field of Bat- 


r 5 


bertel Kea, than "min, Sick. | xr the Neneen rk 
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. are Likely to 
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58 


ſpect of ſo melancholy a day, and ſcarce wifh to receive him, w. 
in his Conſcience he believes to be his Rightful King, upon — 


of, of eh diſadvantage to his Country; at leaſt L muſt uppoſe, and 5 | 


rmly believe, that thoſe of our Order, who do now at a di 
yl dh for the Arrival of that Idol of Majeſty, wou'd be frigh- 
ten'd and diſpleas'd at the near approach and preſence of it; igh 
would change their Tale with the weary Labourer in the Fable who 


had called upon Death ; and would with the invok'd er was 
once gone, and the fancied Burthen well laid on their Shoulders 
ag ain. 2 * , * 


In a view therefore of your Intereſt (for 'Eotilcience is here out of 
the Queſtion with You, who have broke thro” the moſt ſolemn Oaths 
and therefore cannot pretend to be Conſcientious) I fay, for the fake of 
your viſible Intereſt ſit down in quiet and attempt nothing againſt the 


Government, tho' you do not approve of it; or if you have ſtill an 


regard for Conſcience, conſider the following Argument: Should the 
Pretender ever gain admittance here, he cannot cenſure your Submiſſion 
tothe Powers in being; becauſe it is provided b 70 an act of H. 7. that none 
ſhall be deem'd a Re el, who acts againſt a diſpoſſeſs'd Prince, in fa 
vour of him who is in actual poſſeſſion of the name and office of Ki 
Nay his preſent Majeſty then has a legal l to the Submiſſion even 
of thoſe who think another to he thezightful Heir of the Crown; and 
thoꝰ you ſhould be fully perſuaded We no Laws, no reaſons of pub- 
lick Safety; arne the Pretender, yet may you fatisfy your Scru- 
les in Biden, becauſe it is a Legal one, to the preſent 
i wherefore (for L may from hence juſtly draw the Apo- 
ſtle's Concluſion) e muſt needs be ſubjett, not oni) for Wrath, but for 
Conſcience ſake. + But ſhould/you Miſcarry in your attempts, who can 
promiſe that even this Merciful Soverei cign, v whom your Rebellions do 
daily provoke, will not turn his deſpis d Clemency into a neceſſary 
Rigour? When the Hatchet or. the 1 Laer ſtands prepar d for you; 
when no Pardons or Reprieves can; in Juſtice to the Publick, be any 
longer indulg*d you; when his Majeſty ſhall be forced to put on the 
ftern Countenance of Severity, h nothing but Neceſſity G 
6 make 
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